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FORMATION OF SOCIOCULTURAL COMPETENCE IN RUSSIAN LANGUAGE
LEARNING: CONTENT ANALYSIS OF A MODEL CURRICULUM

Language serves as a crucial intergenerational translator of cultural information,
encapsulating the spiritual, cultural, historical, and material development of a nation. Consequently,
learning a language—especially as a non-native or second language—profoundly contributes to the
development of students’ sociocultural competence (SC). SC is vital for personal growth and social
adaptation. A quantitative and qualitative content analysis of the Model Curriculum for the "Russian
Language and Literature™ subject for 5th-grade students in Kazakh-teaching schools reflects the
current state of SC and its components. This analysis reveals that the curriculum's learning
objectives, lesson topics, and the artistic works studied primarily focus on developing the linguistic
aspect of SC. To align the educational process with modern societal demands, it is essential to
enhance the pragmatic, ethical, aesthetic, and country studies components of SC within the
curriculum's learning objectives.

Key words: linguodidactics, sociocultural competence, content analysis, Russian language,
Model Curriculum.

MAIN PROVISIONS

Since gaining independence, the language policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan has reflected
the desire to develop a multilingual and multicultural society, to respect the rights of all ethnic groups
and languages, and to strengthen national identity and State unity. Russian is one of the official
languages and plays an important role in society, especially in communication, education and culture.
The study of Russian is an integral part of the secondary school educational system in Kazakhstan,
providing students with the opportunity to enrich their cultural and linguistic experience in the context
of national and world education. The review of domestic and foreign scientists™ works testifies to the
increasing attention of researchers and teachers to the problems of interaction between language and
culture, to sociocultural problems of personality formation. W. von Humboldt observed the
relationship between language and culture in its process and regression. [1, 48]. V.N. Toporov
emphasized the fundamental significance of language, considering it to be ““...a real participant in the
development of culture” [2, 184]. Language is a keeper of cultural traditions, a translator of spiritual
and material culture from generation to generation, thus playing a crucial role in the socialization and
self-identification of the individual, contributing to its orientation in the surrounding sociocultural
space [3]. That is why language learning is essential in the formation of a person’s sociocultural
competence.

Sociocultural competence is a heterogeneous complex phenomenon that includes knowledge
and understanding of cultural characteristics, values, norms, and customs, and also the ability to
interact adequately with representatives of other cultures. The problem of sociocultural competence
formation is the subject of many linguodidactical studies. In justifying, linguodidactics as a science,
scientists traditionally place significant emphasis on language as a means and purpose of learning.
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For example, N.M. Shanskii's thesis about monolingual and bilingual language description for
educational purposes [4, 59]. G.1. Bogin emphasizes in his research that linguodidactical studies the
rules and mechanism of mastering any language regardless of whether it acts as the first or the second
language [5, 120]. In Kazakhstan, in Kazakh-teaching schools, Russian is the second language (L2),
while the first language is Kazakh (L1). The language culture of post-Soviet peoples represents two
sides: the culture of native language speech and the culture of Russian speech [6, 4].

INTRODUCTION

The aim and final result of students™ learning is the formation of competences system [7, 11].
In teaching Russian as a second language (L2), the teacher develops students’ communicative
competence. It allows students to communicate primarily in interpersonal communication and in an
intercultural environment. Communicative competence, as we know, as a multidimensional
phenomenon consists of several types of competences: linguistic, speech, sociocultural,
compensatory and learning competence [8]. The successful interaction in intercultural
communication is conditioned, among other things, by the SC of students. It is intensively formed in
the process of learning Russian as a non-native, second language. As this develops the student’s
ability to analyze and compare native and foreign, non-native worldviews, revealing universal and
specific linguocultural features. D. Hymes first used the term “sociocultural competence” in 1972,
suggesting that linguistic competence cannot fully adequately describe human behavior and
sociocultural life realities [9, 277]. There are several interpretations of the term ‘“‘sociocultural
competence” in scientific literature. E.G. Azimov, A.N. Shchukin offer the following definition of
SC. It is “a set of knowledge about the country of the studied language, national-cultural features of
social and speech behavior of native speakers and the ability to use such knowledge in the process of
communication, following the customs, rules of behavior, etiquette norms, social conditions and
stereotypes of behavior of native speakers” [10, 286]. The important aspect for our article is, in our
opinion, the fact that this definition emphasizes the role of language in the composition of
sociocultural competence. This is of particular relevance for our study of the Russian language's
importance as a non-native in Kazakh-language secondary schools. N.V. Kulibina discusses
sociocultural competence in a broader context — as a person’s acquisition of worldview experience
[11, 38]. T.V. Yakovleva's position is characterized by a more specific linguodidactic approach. From
her perspective, sociocultural competence includes the following aspects presented in Figure 1. [12,
132].
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Figure 1. Aspects of sociocultural competence
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The goal of sociocultural competence formation, according to A.N. Shchukin and G.M.
Frolova, is to master:

— sociocultural information about the country, its geography, climate, culture, traditions, about
the specifics of national mentality and behavior in communication with native speakers;

— methods of using language units based on acquired knowledge and skills of speech behavior
in communicative situations in the sociocultural content of oral and written texts;

— intercultural communication capability [13, 158-159].

Sociocultural competence refers to complex, heterogeneous, multidimensional concepts. A.N.
Shchukin and G.M. Frolova identify the following components as its constituents, see Figure 2 [13,
159].

Linguistic component, which has language units with national-cultural content (equivalent, non-
equivalent, background vocabulary, words with national-cultural semantics, foreign-language
words, phraseologisms, proverbs, etc.).

(

Pragmatic component, which includes the rules of behavior of native speakers in various situations
of communication.

|The aesthetic component, which includes information about what should be considered acceptable
or unacceptable in terms of the perception of beauty in a foreign-language culture.

Ethical component with the idea of moral attitudes accepted in the environment of native speakers.

Components of sociocultural
competence

Country studies component with knowledge about the country, culture, way of life of the
representatives of the community whose language is being studied.

Figure 2. Components of sociocultural competence (according to A.N. Shchukin, G.M.
Frolova)

The structure of sociocultural competence, methods and features of its formation have been
sufficiently studied in Russian and foreign science. However, the relevance of our work that in
Kazakhstani linguodidactics this problem is insufficiently investigated, especially when teaching
Russian as a second language (L2) in schools with Kazakh language of instruction. The article
conducts a content analysis of “The Model Curriculum” for the subject “Russian Language and
Literature” (hereinafter MC RLL) [14] as taught to 5th grade students in Kazakh-medium schools.

The aim of our article is to determine to what extent MC RLL for 5th grade students presents
components of sociocultural competence, primarily in the learning objectives and lesson topics.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The main research method in the article is content analysis. MC RLL for 5th grade students in
schools with Kazakh as the language of instruction is the subject of analysis. Content analysis is
widely used in modern scientific research for working with textual materials. It is a research technique
to obtain results through text reflection about the state and characteristics of social reality.

In the process of working on the article, we developed a certain algorithm for content analysis
of the Model Curriculum. First of all, the objectives of the study were defined, i.e., within the context
of this study, to determine the extent to which the components of sociocultural competence are
represented in the Model Curriculum, particularly in the learning objectives and lesson topics. The
next step was to analyze the theoretical material and choose a classification of the elements of
sociocultural competence to evaluate the Curriculum content. The third step is to conduct a
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quantitative and qualitative content analysis of learning objectives and lesson topics, by types of
speech activities, which include components of sociocultural competence. The final stage is the
interpretation of the results of the analysis, describing the conclusions about the content of the
program, according to the purpose of the study, its strengths and weaknesses, as well as possible areas
for development or improvement.

RESULTS

In the article we analyzed MC RLL for grades 5-9, approved by the order of the Minister of
Education of Kazakhstan [14].

The reason of choice of “The Model Curriculum” for 5th grade students is the transition from
primary to secondary education, students’ social skills become extremely important. The process of
adaptation is aggravated by the transition to a new teaching system, when instead of one teacher there
are several subject teachers, to whom the students have to adapt to the different manner of teaching
and communication. At the age of 10-11, children undergo significant development of cognitive
abilities such as abstract thinking, analytical skills, problem solving and critical thinking. The
development of a flexible system of social skills becomes more urgent. Students begin to interact
more actively with others, form their social roles and attitudes. They ask questions about social
justice, sense of justice, and values; show interest in understanding the meaning of their actions and
events in the world. Teachers should emphasize the awareness of learning objectives and practical
applicability of knowledge while working with 5th grade students. This deepens students™ interest in
learning and creates a connection between the learning material and its real-life application. Drawing
students™ attention to the practical relevance of academic subjects and skills can increase their
motivation and demand in education for their future life.

MC RLL contains 2 chapters. The first chapter “Main Provisions” states the aim and objectives
of it. In the second chapter “Organization of the content” there are three paragraphs. The first
paragraph defines the number of academic hours in the course. It is 3 hours per week in the 5th grade,
as a result 108 hours per academic year. The distribution of hours among sections and within sections
for the quarter is determined by the teacher independently. The content is structured according to
teaching sections, and include all types of speech communication and using language units. Paragraph
2 reflects the complex of study objectives. Learning objectives are coded using numbers. In the
numerical code, the first number is the grade, the second and third numbers are the subsection, and
the fourth number is the study objective describing in the first chapter. For example, Objective Code
5.1.2.1 “Understand the meaning of everyday and spiritually moral words” is decoded as follows: 5
indicates Sth grade, 1 indicates the speech activity “Listening”, 2 indicates the subsection of the
learning objective, and 1 indicates the numbering of the learning objective.

Quantitative content analysis of learning objectives subsections presented in Figure 3
demonstrates that the largest number of objectives (8) is assigned to the speech activity “Reading”:
understanding the meaning of the information, identifying styles and types of speech, formulating
questions and answers, mastering different types of reading, making a plan, analyzing works of
fiction, extracting information from various resources, comparative. The smallest number of
objectives (2) is presented in the subsection “Using language units”: use of grammatical forms of
words, use of syntactic constructions.

The learning objectives for listening as a type of speech activity have subsections such as
understanding oral messages, audio and video materials, understanding the lexical meaning of words,
the content of literary works, formulating the main idea of a text, and predicting the further content
of a text. According to the “The Model Curriculum”, teaching speaking involves building a diverse
vocabulary, adhering to speech norms, retelling listened to or read texts, creating a monologue,
participating in dialogue, and evaluating oral expression. “Writing” is an important communication
tool for sharing information, expressing thoughts and feelings, networking and building relationships.
A student who has mastered written speech activity should be able to create texts of diverse genres
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and styles, adapt and synthesize information from various sources, present information in various
formats, including creative writing and essay writing skills.

Quantitative content analysis of learning objectives
subsections
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Figure 3. Quantitative content analysis of learning objectives subsections

Quantitative content analysis of learning objectives (Figure 4) showed that the largest number
of objectives is represented in the categories “Reading” and “Using language units”. Reading
educational authentic texts is the essential formation instrument of SC. Reading presupposes
perception and comprehension of the text content. Authentic texts help in the formation of students
sociocultural competence, to know specifics of the country and culture, introduce them to the cultural
values of other nations, and allow them to better understand the culture of their own country.
Moreover, working with authentic texts not only positively impacts the emotional and psychological
aspects of students’ personalities but also serves purely pragmatic purposes. It leads to the activation
and enrichment of students™ thesaurus, activates the Russian language learning through additional
motivation.

Quantitative content analysis of learning objectives
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Figure 4. Quantitative content analysis of learning objectives

The qualitative content analysis of the learning objectives of MC RLL has shown that the total
number of objectives is 36. Of these, 11 objectives are aimed at forming components of sociocultural
competence such as linguistic, pragmatic, aesthetic, ethical, and country studies, which constitutes
31% (Figure 5).
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Quialitative content analysis of learning objectives

Figure 5. Qualitative content analysis of learning objectives
DISCUSSION

Table 1 clearly shows the learning objectives by types of speech activity that include
components of sociocultural competence. It should be realized that one learning objective may
contain several components of sociocultural competence. For example, learning objective 5.2.5.1
“Participate in a dialog by understanding the lines correctly and providing feedback™ includes

linguistic, pragmatic, and ethical components of sociocultural competence.

Table 1. Correlation between the types of speech activities, learning objectives and
components of sociocultural competence.

Ne Speech activity

Learning objectives

Components of sociocultural
competence

by identifying key words and phrases

1 Listening 5.1.2.1 understand the meaning of everyday and | Linguistic component
spiritually moral words
5.1.3.1 comprehend the key elements of folklore | Ethical, country studies components
works and literature/fragments containing
familiar lexical and grammatical units, identify
the theme
2 | Speaking 5.2.1.1 possess a Vvocabulary that includes | Linguistic component
synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms
5.2.4.1 make a statement (description, narrative) | Pragmatic component
based on illustrations, comics
5251 engage in a conversation by | Linguistic,  pragmatic, ethical
comprehending the lines accurately and | components
providing feedback
5.26.1 assess an expression | Pragmatic component
(monologue/dialogue) in terms of its suitability
to the proposed topic/situation
3 Reading 5.3.1.1 understand the general content of a text | Linguistic component

5.3.2.1 identify stylistic features of fiction texts
(poem/fairy tale); determine whether a text
belongs to the narrative type based on
characteristic features

Linguistic, aesthetic components

5.3.2.1 identify  stylistic  features  of
conversational style texts (letters, diaries);
determine whether a text belongs to the narrative
type based on characteristic features

Linguistic component

5.3.6.1 evaluate the content of folklore and
literature works, identifying the theme and core
idea

Ethical, country studies components
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4 | Writing 5.4.4.1 write art works, conveying their opinions | Linguistic, pragmatic, aesthetic

toward characters in works of fiction or their | components
actions using epithets and comparisons

According to the analysis, in the categories “Reading” and “Speaking” there is an equal number
of learning objectives (4 each), which contain linguistic, pragmatic, ethical and aesthetic components
of sociocultural competence; the speech activity “Listening” includes 2 learning objectives oriented
on the development of SC; the least number of objectives is observed in the “Writing” category.

Further, the diagrams (Figures 6, 7) show the percentage of learning objectives, which include
components of sociocultural competence, according to the sorts of speech communication, and the
components themselves, reflected in the objectives.

Qualitative content analysis of learning objectives

[Listening

[@Speaking

[Reading
Writing

Figure 6. Qualitative content analysis of learning objectives oriented on the formation of SC

Qualitative content analysis of the components of
sociocultural competence

BELinguistic component

[@Pragmatic component

[ Aesthetic component
Ethical component

[@Country studies component

Figure 7. Qualitative analysis of the types of SC

Subsection 3 of MC RLL presents a long-term plan in which topics, art works to be studied
(optional), and learning objectives by activity are distributed by quarter. The 5th grade MC RLL
includes 9 topics: 1st quarter — “Climate and Nature”, “Family”; 2nd quarter — “Values: Friendship
and Love”, “What do I want to become?”; 3rd quarter — “Life and Creativity”, “Clothing Culture”,
“World of Fantasy”; 4th quarter — “We Choose Sports”, “Vacation and Rest”. As we can see, the
topics and studied art works listed in the “The Model Curriculum” are purposed at developing the
sociocultural competence of 5th grade students. Primary concentration is paid to the formation of the
linguistic component — 41%, followed by the ethical (18%) and pragmatic (17%) components. At the
same time, aesthetic and country studies components occupy the least space in the Curriculum —12%
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each. Accordingly, they require more attention and reinforcement in the Curriculum. The learning
objectives also lack the item “Understand the meaning of words of sociocultural topics” which, in
our opinion, seems important for the full sociocultural information of 10-11-year-old students. The
predominance of the linguistic component of sociocultural competence in the learning objectives is
due to the clarity of the language study.

CONCLUSION

The importance of SC in modern education is axiomatic; it influences the extent of students’
self-improvement and socialization. The results of the content analysis of MC RLL for 5th grade
students in Kazakh-teaching schools allow us to assert that the presented learning objectives, topics
and studied art works significantly contribute to the development of different component of SC. “The
Model Curriculum” is aimed not only at developing the language skills of 5th grade students, but also
at comprehending the sociocultural aspects of language, when 10-11 years old children especially
need increased attention to sociocultural skills and abilities to interact with the people around them
and with society as a whole.

Although our content analysis of “The Model Curriculum” gave positive results and assessment
of learning objectives in terms of sociocultural orientation, there is a need to revise learning objectives
and update the Curriculum to adapt the educational process to the modern requirements of society. In
particular, pay attention to strengthening the pragmatic, ethical, aesthetic, and country studies
components of sociocultural competence in the Curriculum’s learning objectives. The integration of
sociocultural competence components into the Curriculum contributes to deeper and more
comprehensive development of students, providing them not only with knowledge and skills in
subject disciplines, but also with the ability to function successfully in a variety of sociocultural
contexts. Further research could focus on evaluating the effectiveness of specific methodologies for
teaching Russian as a second language (L2), including analyzing the results of their application. One
of the key directions is to create innovative approaches to teaching that take into account not only
linguistic aspects, but also the development of sociocultural competence. These approaches
contribute to a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the language and its context, which
IS an important aspect of modern education.

Thus, our article emphasizes the significance of an integrated approach to teaching Russian as
a second language (L2). This approach not only promotes the development of language skills, but
also plays a key role in building and expanding students™ sociocultural competence. This is a
necessary condition for their successful socialization and adaptation in the modern multinational
society in the present and future.
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Opslic TiniH ylipeHy Ke3iHAe d/1eyMeTTiK-MoJAeHH KY3bIPeTTITIKTI KAJbINTACTBIPY: YATLIK
OKY 0arJap/1aMaHbIH KOHTEHT-TaJI1aybl

K.E. Ateiraesal, 3.K. Temiprasunal

8. Maprynan arsinnars! [Tapioap nearorukansik yauepeuteri, lasnonap, 140000, Kazakcran
PecryGnmkacer

Tin — ypnakmap apacvlHoazvl MaOeHu aknapammsiy Mayvl30bl mapamsiuisbl. Onoa ben2ini 6ip
XANbIKMblY PYXAHU, MIOEHU, MAPUXU HCIHEe MAMEPUANObIK OAMYbIHbIY HaMuUdicenrepi CakmaizaH.
Conovikman minoi yupeny, acipece ana miji emec, eKiHui mii peminoe OKyubliapovly a1eyMemmiK-
MaO0€eHU Ky3blpemminicin 0amblmyovly MuiMoi pecypcbl Ooavin mabwviiaosl. Oxyubliaposiy
MYA2ANbIK 0AMYbl MeH lleyMemmiK Oeuimoenyinoe aieymemmik-ma0eHu Ky3vipemmep YaAKeH Dol
amxapaovl. Kaszax mininoe okeimamuin mexmenmepoezi 5-colHvln oKyusiiapviHa apuanear « Opovic
mini MeH 20ebuemiy naui OOUbIHWA VALK OKY OA0APIAMAHbIY CAHOBIK HCIHE CANANbIK KOHMEHM -
manoaywvl 6izee 0HOA2bl 271eyMemmiK-Ma0eHU KY3blpemmilik neH OHblH KOMNOHEeHMMEPIHIH 0aMyblH
kepcemeoi. OKbimyOblH dneyMemmiK-ma0eHU Ky3blpemminlikke 6a2blmmaneaHoblabl el ai0blMeH OKY
MaKcammapvl MeH cabakmapovly maxKblpblnmapulHoa Kepineodi. JKypeizineen konmenm-manoay
Homudcenepi OKblmyOvlH MaKcammapwl, mMaxKblpblnmapsbl MeH OKbLIAMbIH KOPKeM Wbl2apmanap
NeyMemmik-ma0€eHy  KY3blpemmilikmiy — JUHSBUCMUKAILIK —~ KOMNOHEHMIH — Kalblnmacmulpyea
basvimmaneanvin Kepcemmi. binim Oepy npoyecin xKoeamHuly Kazipel 3aMaHebl MAlanmapuliHa
betiimoey yulin 0a20aplamMaHvl OKbIMY MAKCaAmMbIHOA dNeyMemmiK-mMaoeHu KY3blpemminikmiy
NPAZMamuKanblK, SMUKATLIK, ICMEMUKATbIK HCIHE eNMAaHy KOMNOHEHMMePIH Kyuletimy Kaxcen.

Kinm ces3dep: nuneeoouoaxmuka, aneymemmiK-ma0eHu KY3vlpemminik, KOHMeHm-manoday,
opblC Mini, YA2INIK 0Ky 6ag0apiamacol.
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®opMHupOBaHHE COUOKYIbTYPHONH KOMIIECTCHIIMH NIPH M3YYECHHH PYCCKOI0 A3bIKA: KOHTEHT-
aHAJIN3 TUIIOBOM NPOrpamMMbl
JK.E. Atwiraesal, 3.K. Temuprasuna
MaBnogapckuii memarormyeckuii yausepcuTeT UMeHH Onkeit Maprynan, [lasmonap, 140000,
Pecniy6nuka Kazaxcran

1

A36IK — 9Mo 8adiCHeiuUtl Mpancasamop KyJabmypHou ungopmayuu mexcoy noKoreHusmu. B nem
XPAHAMCSL pe3yIbmamsl 0YX08HO20, KVIbMYPHO-UCIOPULECKO20 U MAMEPUAIbHO20 PA38UMUSL 020
U uHo20 Hapooa. MmeHHO nodmomy uzyienue sA3bikd, 8 0COOEHHOCMU KAK HePOOHO20, 8MOPO2o,
aensiemcs:  2QhekmusHbIM  pecypcom  pazeumus COUYUOKYIbMYPHOU KOMNEMEeHYUU VUaAujuxcs.
Coyuoxynbmyphsie KomnemeHyuy uepaiom 6016uyio poib 8 TUYHOCHMHOM PA3GUMUU U COYUATbHOLL
aoanmayuu yyawuxcs. Konuvecmeennwiti u kauecmeenHwlil Konmenm-ananus Tunoeoi npozpammol
«Pycckutl A3vIK u tumepamypay 01 y4awuxcs 5 K1dcco8 8 WKOIAX ¢ KaA3aXCKUM A3bIKOM 00)yYeHUs.
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oaem HAM KApPMUuHy OMPAdICeHUs 8 Hell pa3eumusi COYUOKVIbMYPHOU KOMNEmeHyuu u ee
KoMnoHenmog. OpueHmupo8aHHOCMb 00Y4UeHUs HA COYUOKYILIMYPHYIO KOMNEMEHYUIO 8blpaNCAemCsl
npesicoe 6ce2o 8 yeusix 0OyYeHus. U memamuke ypokos. Peszynibmamul uccie0o8anus NOKA3aau, Ymo
Tunosas npoecpamma HanpagieHa Ha pazeumue TUHBUCIUYECKUX HABBIKO8 YUAWUXcs 5 Kiacca U Ha
OCMBICIIEHUE COYUOKYILbMYPHBIX ACnekmos sazvika. Ilpu smom asmopwl obpawaiom eHumauue Ha
HeoOX00UMOCMb  YCUNIeHUs. KOMNOHEHMO8 COYUOKYIbMYPHOU KOMNemeHyuu 6 Yeusix o0OyueHus
npoepammvl. B yenom 0annas cmamuvs nooueprusaem 6aiCHOCMb UHMESPUPOBAHHO20 NOOX00A K
00YYEeHUIO PYCCKOMY A3bIKY KAK 8MOPOMY, KOMOPbIl He MOIbKO PA36U6aen A3blK0Gble HaABbIKU, HO U
cnocobcmeyem — (hOpMUPOBAHUIO  COYUOKYTLIMYPHOU — KOMNEMEHYuu Yy  VUaujuxcs, YMeHUio
P exmueno 83auUM0o0elcmeos8ams 8 MHO2OHAYUOHAIbHOU cpeoe.

Kniouesvie cnosa: nune600uoaxmuka, COYUOKYIbMYPHASL KOMHEMEHYUs, KOHMEeHmM-aHalu3,
PYCCKUlL A3bIK, MUN0BAs y4eOHAsl NPOcpamMmd.
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